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This lecture explores relationships between Samaritans and Jews 
from the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE through the rise of 
Islam through recent archaeological discoveries, Rabbinic, Sa-
maritan and Christian literary sources. My organizing lens will 
be a series of rabbinic sources, mainly of the third and fourth 
centuries, that allow us to view the complexities of the com-
mon Israelite religion shared by Samaritans and Jews, including 
areas of controversy separating Jews and Samaritans. The im-
pact of imperial rule, especially under the Christian emperors, 
sets an important frame for this discussion of the two ancient 
peoples of Israel, their unique intertwined relationship in Roman 
Palestina and across the eastern Mediterranean basin. 

Steven Fine is the Churgin Professor of Jewish History at Yeshiva Univer-
sity and director of the Yeshiva University Center for Israel Studies. Fine’s 
books include The Menorah: From the Bible to Modern Israel (Harvard 
UP, 2016) and Art and Judaism in the Greco-Roman World (Cambridge 
UP, 2005). Steven Fine is director of the YU Israelite Samaritans Project, 
which includes a traveling exhibition, an exhibition book, and an award-
winning documentary.

Moderation: Professor Dr. Christfried Böttrich

Weitere Informationen und Zugang: www.wiko-greifswald.de

13. Gustaf-Dalman-Lecture
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